The Comptroller-General of the Household
he had sat down and his servants were grouped behind him, he
got to his feet again and spoke in a formal manner.
The Comptroller: The Lord of Life has directed me, the mean-
est ant of his pantries, to welcome you.
Manrique: His Majesty is very gracious.
The Comptroller: It is hoped that the Viceroy of Goa is well.
Manrique: By God's mercy he is very well.
The Comptroller: I trust that your own healths are unimpaired
by the journey.
Manrique: Our healths have been marvellously preserved by
the grace of God.
The Comptroller: It is reported that you have come to petition
His Majesty?
Manrique: We have come to assure His Majesty that the Portu-
guese of Dianga are His Majesty's devoted humble servants, as
they have ever been in the past, having served him, arid his father
and grandfather of glorious memory, not only by harrying the
Mughal in Bengal, but by fighting his enemy, the King of Pegu,
If God grant me the good fortune of being admitted to the Royal
Presence, my endeavour will be to convince His Majesty of my
nation's continued desire to serve him.
The Comptroller: I am heartily glad to hear your Reverence
speak so.
Manrique: Your Benignity is very condescending.
The Comptroller: May it please the Lord Buddha that things
turn out as you wish. His Majesty will accord you the favour of
an audience in due course. Meanwhile I am to conduct you to a
lodging on shore.
Manrique: Your Excellency's condescension is overwhelming.
After this exchange, which was carried out through an inter-
preter, all standing, they sat down, and Captain Tibao signed to
the servants to bring in sweets and cakes, the marzipans which
had been so much appreciated at Peroem. The Comptroller, while
he ate one, unbent somewhat, assuring them that he believed His
Majesty to be well disposed, and that on hearing their statement
he would recall the fleet.
The present was now brought in. It resembled that offered to
the Admiral, but was somewhat more ample, consisting of four
gilt trays of spices and on a fifth three pieces of Chinese silk, two of
satin, and one of velvet, each piece large enough to make a skirt.
When the trays were set before "him the Comptroller was too dig-
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